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August 3, 1955

Rowland T. Kirks, Assistant Attorney General -

Washington 25, D. C.

Re: JDH:AP:WS:egh
C17-27719
Staniglaw Kruk

Dear 3ir:

On October 17th, 1952, you replied to our letter
of October 10th, 1952, regarding a guardianship account
of approximately $1,000 for a minor, a resident of
Poland, who is now of age. At that time you advised

s that "due to the present political situation in
Poland, it is guggested that belfore transmitting the
account, it be definitely ascertained that it will
be actually received by the former minor and the use
of it enjoyed by him."

We are now advised by the bank examiners that we
gshould dispose of this account. We would appreciate
it if you would advise us how we can ascertain that
it will be actually received by the former winor and
the uge of it enJoyed by him.

Your early reply will be appreclated.
Yours very truly,
SECURITY TRUST COMPANY

A, D Bow1e
Vlce President and Trust Offlcer
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‘éf October 16, 1952
€ |

Joseph Zorman

Attorney at Law

6411 5t. Clair Avenue
B Cleveliand 3, Chio

s

Dear Mr. Zorman:

Reference is made to your letter of October 10, 1952 inquiring

astate of a decedent who died in Cleveland on November 7, 1950.

Please be advised that the tranSmission of funds from this
estate 1

. whebher there is any restriction on the transmission of funds from the

s licensed by General License 9L, a copy of which is enclosed.‘ -

Due to the preseat political situation in Eastern Germany and iin
other Communist-dominated countries, it is suggested that, before transqit-
tingz funds to persons rssiding in those countriss it be definitely ascerw

tained that they will actuslly receive and enjoy the use of the same.

Public Circular ¥o., 655, a5 amended (31 Code of Fedsral Rezulations, S
211.3, as amended by 16 F.R. 3479), the Department of the Treasury has
withheld all checks or warrants of the United States intended for deli
in Albania, Bulgaria, China, Czechoslavakia, Kstonia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Rumania, Russian, and Russian=occcupied portions of

Jermany. Although this prohibition applies only to goverament checks,

some Surrozate courts, in reliance upen this expression of the natioenal
W 3 by a

policy of the United States, have refused to authorize paynents ironm
decedents! estates to beneficiaries residing in sucn countries or to

representatives of those countries alleging to appeszr for a beneficiary.,

See In He

(1951).

wWong Hoen's Estate, 107 ¥.Y. Suppe (2d4) LO7, 19% Misc. 1119

‘

We have assuded that the decedent resided in the
from Decewmber 1941 to December 31, 19L6 i
ct the information stated above 111 ..ot be proper. If the decedent
.d not reside continuously in the United States during the specified
period, please advise us of nis residences.

. ¥
W B

Very truly yours,

L Rowland F, Kirks
; Assistant Attorney feneral
Ce 1 Director, Office of Alien Property
By

James D, Hill
Chief, Litigation Branch

Enclosure . RN

Unhited States
If this assumpiion is not core
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January 28, 195 3

Magagnay, Galicich and Hamm
Attorneys at Law

Rock Springe National Bank Bullding
Rock Springs, Wyoming

Attention: Mr. Joseph H. Galicich
Re: Estate of John Peterson, deceased
Gentlemens

. Reference is made to your letters dated Hovember 12 and
December 19, 1952 advising that John Peterson died in the United
States on August 15, 1951 lesving an estate valued at spproxi-
mately $11,000,00. The heirs and legatees you state are all
citizens and residents of Sweden. You Inquire whether paragraph
(d), Section 511.153 of General License No. 53, as amended
November 2L, 1950, is at variance with advice received by you
from the Consul General of Sweden to the effect that General
License Nos. 94 and 95 unblocked all inheritances to Swedish
heirs after March 28, 15L7.

You are advised that your reference to General License
Yo. 53 is concerned with the definition of the Generally Licensed
Trade Area which in turn demotes the area covered by General
License Noe 53i. Inasmuch as Sweden is excluded from the Generally
Licensed Trade Area, General License No. 532 is not applicable to
that country. Furthermore, General License No. 95, which provided
for wnblocking through a certification procedure and which was
applicable only to certain specified countries, was terminated on
December 31, 1948. However, General License No. 9, a copy of which
is enclosed, unblocked all property in the United States except
property which was blocked on the effective date of that General
License or income from such blocked property. The effactive date for
Sweden was March 28, 1947. Accordingly, if the property of John
Peterson was not blocked prior to his death on August 15, 1951, it
did not subsequently become blacked under Executive Order Ho. 8389,
as amended, and such property may be dealt with without further
guthorization firom this 0ffice.

-Very truly yours,

- Rowland F, Kirks
Assistant Attorney General
Birector, Office of Alien Praperw

- filtisau

cdl Honyy (L

(Gig
"ﬁenry G. Hilken, Chief
Intercustodial & Property Branch

t
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JAN 2 S 1958

Mr. Edward F. Braunschweiger IXIX
495 Twentieth Avenue
San Francisco 21, California

Dear Mr. Braunschwelger:

This is in response to your letter of January 2,
1458 to the Attorney General.

The procesds of asaet'a of Germany and Japan and
their nationals which were vested under the Trading with
the Enemy Act, as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 1 et seg.), as
o consequence of World War II are subject to “transfer to
the Treasury under the pmﬁsiona of section 39 of the Act.
AY the present time there 18 no statutory asuthority for
the payment by the United States of the claims of its
citizens againgt Germany, either from these proceeds or
from any other funds. If legislation should be enacted in
the future authorizing the payment of such claims, it will
no doubt contain provisions uas to the source of such pay-
ment.

Sincerely yours,

Dallas S. Townsend
Assistent Attorney General

Director, Office of Alien Property

{@igned) Sidvey CGross
By

“Sidney Gross, Chief

Legal and legislative Section

FFIGE_OF AL (N PROPERTY /i
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From the atelier of':
Bdward F. Braunschweliger 111
Honour Consultant, Labour Relations
495 - Twentieth Avenue, San Francisco
: ' 0. January
TO: :
Houoraole WiT1ian P R;ge}s .
Attownej General "of thé U. S. A.
Us. 5. Departaent of Justice
Yashington 25,  D. C.
-Dear Mr. Rogers:
4 - Revently, December 30,1957 there apnearégd in the
San Francisco News (Scrlpps ~Howard Chain) the following
article on pafe tvo, and T 5iote. ' N
“533 MILLION IS PAID
FOR ENEMY ASSETS '
By the Unitéd Press : c
Tashington, Pec 30:--The government rénort-
ed it r8311zeﬁ'moro.+han %S% million this
year from inceme and :/sale of enemv aqsefs
‘Qelzed during ¥Wgrld War 11 -
Most of the’ proreeds came from seli iing for
) pT9 646,427 thg government's shares of stock
“ in the ﬂugo SITIREES Corp% The huyer was a
Iy Frankfurt, Germany, firam,
- end of -quote.
i e T
o “iL) you please sir, inform the writer, WHAT IS5 THE
- DISPOSRITICON OF THE U. 3. GOVERNUENT *AS "TQ THRESHE FUNDS?
o - _Also will you please sir, infoura the writer, SHOULD
i - ANY CLAING OF U. 8. CITIZENS AGAINST ENEMY GRER MANY , HELD TO
3 BE VALID, WOULD THESE FUNDS RE SUBJIRCT TO Thu PAVMENT OF
o SAID CLAIMSY L o .
New Subject: Having not heard from you re ay communiw
que 01 Octobe" P8 1967 «~as same recelved?
. Thankinﬂ you sir, for the above information, I remain
V. .
Y

GE oF A{!LN t“ﬁﬂ?fﬂ'ﬂ |
mwﬂmusncel £
JAN 8 195%,

B BETINE AT aiifa s sreee. %
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U.S. Departmnt of Justxce

Civil Division

DEpstein:eew
202/514-7455

Washington, D.C. 20530

March 10, 1997

Siegfried Stolle
Gosener Str. 39

15732 Eichwalde

GERMANY

Dear Mr. Stolle:

This is in response to your recent inquiry seeking information
about Mr. Wilhelm Matzkuhn.

In connection w1th World War II and pursuant to the Tradlng
with the Enemy Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 1 et _seq., certain property was
seized by the Allen Property Custodian. Property vested under the
Trading with the Enemy Act became property of the United Staﬁes and
could be returned only to eligible claimants who filed timely claims
for the recovery of such property. Unfortunately, the time period
for seeklng the return of property confiscated under the Act |has
long since expired.

Moreover, Congress, by the enactment of various amendments to
Section 39 of the Trading with the Enemy Act, directed the Attorney
General to transfer the net proceeds of vested property to the
Secretary of the Treasury for deposit in the War Claims Fund That
Fund, in turn, was used to pay awards granted to United States
c1tlzens for losses suffered by them as a result of actlons taken by
the Axis Powers in World War II.

In light of the above, we are unable to take any further action
on the matter. I hope that this is responsive to your inquiry.

Sincerely yours,

C/w ’*»J} 97//9 ,

DAVID EPSTEIN
Director
Office of Foreign Litigation
Civil Division
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' )  July 27, 1953

m}n&{ Nicholas S. Rago, Esquire o

3 J Ll Sixtieth Street
West New York, New Jersey

¥ . Re: Estate of Eugenie Dochiermﬁn, deceasad i - ‘
Dear Mr. Raugos

)
g%" This will seknowledge receipt of your letter of July 22, 1953,
o pertaining to the above estate.

Please be advised that pursuant to Executive Order 8389,
amended, property belonging to nationals of Germany was blocked and
all trznsactions in such property were prohibited, except upon license
frem the Secretary of the Ireasury, after June 1k, 194l.

However, by the terms of Gensral License Ho. 101 all property
acquired by nationals of Western Germony and certain other countries
was unblocked and by General Lilcemse No. 102 2ll accounts not exceed-
ing $100.00 in value on June 1, 1953, were unblocked. In additionm,
the President by announcement issued on April 17, 1953, has terminated
all vesting of Germen-owned properiy in the United States.

dccordingly, the interest in the estate of decedent of the (ermsan
national, who 1s a lepatee under the will of decedent snd who is = re%i-
dent of Western Cermany, is not now subject to being vested and is noF
subject to other Federal Regulstions. Therefore distribution to said
lezatee of his interest in the estate may be made without iurther ref-
erence to this Office. ‘

For your infornat%on there are enclosed copies of the Fresidentls
anpouncement of April 17, 1953, General License No. 101, General License
. No. 102 and the Press Release relating to said licenses.

Very truly yours,
Dallas S, Townsend

Assistant Attorney Genersl
Director, Office of Allen Froperty

L PE . ' By .
L e . . James D. Hill
S Chief, Litigation Branch

Enclosures
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Bilder, Bildar & Kaufman anuirea,',’“"
Military Park Bldg., R
60 Park Place, .
Newark 2, Rew Jbrsay.

¥, have received your letter of October 19,:1953m1n4yhich you

. inquire as to our interest in the above-captioned estate, Since the de-
/ cedent died subssquent to December 31, 1946 this Office has no interest

in the estate and distribution can be made; 'tc the German natiocnals idthe
out further reference or notice to us, Pursuant to the. terma .of .Joint

Resclution Mo, 289 approved October 15, 1951, terminating the state of
wvar between the United States and Germany, German-owned property may not
be vested under the Trading with the Enemy Act, unless it was subject
to vesting action (1, e,, German-cwned), prior to January 1, 1947, Also,
pursuant to General License No, 94, as amended, (13 F., R. 9547, December
31, 1948), property acquired by nationals of Germany from estates of
American citlzens residing in the United States who died subsequent to
December 31, 1946, is regarded as free assets and not as blocked assets,

In connection with remitting funds t¢ beneficiaries in the
Federal Republic of Germany, you should make inquiry through any bank
which is a member of the New York Clearing House Assoclation or, possi-
bly through your local bank, Many American banks, including all New
York Clearing louse banks, participate in an arrangement whereby transe
fers of inheritances may be effected through Bank Deutscher laender at
Frankfurt, the central bank for Western Germany,

In the event that certain of the beneficiaries reside in the
Russian Zone of Germany, it 1s suggested that before transmitting fnnds
to them it be definitely ascertained that they will actually receive and
enjoy the use of the same, By Public Circular No, 655, as amended (31
Code of Federal Regulations, Sec. 211,3, as amended by 1§'F, R. 3479),
the Department of the Treasury has withheld all checks or warrants of
the United States intended for delivery in Albania, Bulgaria, China,
Czechoslavakia, Estonia, Hungary, latvia, Lithuania Poland, Rumania
Russia, and Russian-occupied portions ef Germany, Although this
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ing to appear for a beneficlary,
Supp, (2d) 407, 199 Mise, 1119 (1951).

quiry,

We trust that this information will suffice to answer your in-

By,

107 ¥, 3

Very truly yours, - R

Dallas S, Townsend,
Assistant Attorney General
Director, Office of Alien H'Operty

b have rerused to authorize payments from decedents' estates to baneficiaries
residing in such countries or to representatives of thosse countries alle

Sse Q Re Wong Hoeg'g gg te,

=

y
&4

James D, Hill,
Chief, Litigation Branch
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- April 19, 1956

M. George G, Wirth
59 Michigan Aveme ¥, B,
Washington, D. C.

Re: Estate of George Wirth, Deceased

Dear Mre Wirths

This Qifice has been advised by the Canadian L«overmnent that
it has cértain assets arising out of the Bstate of your father, George
Wirth, paysble to three of his beneficiaries, all residents of Gemanar,

which assets may be subject to release to the United States Gowerrment,

under an agreement existing between Canada and the United States.

It is my understanding that ym ma;r be in a position to i‘umish

this Office with certain information regarding your father's estate aﬁd

and his citizenship status at the time of his demise. It would be ap-
preciated therefore, if you would contact Wssfhompson of ny SectienJ
Republic 7-8200, Extension 88, at anmy time between 9:00 A.H. to 5:30 ] .ﬁ--,
Mondays through Fridays, or if you prefer to talk with her peraenally,

she ean be reached in Roam 625 of the H.0.L.C. Bldg., 101 Indiana &ve.

¥e We Miss Thompson will be able to explain to you the information which
would be of assigtance to this Office and any cooperation you could |
show to her will be greatly appmé’iated.

Very truly yours,
 Dallas S, Townsend
Assistant Attorney General

Director, Office of Alien Property

{Signad) Heriry . H11%AH

“Henry G. Hilken, Intercustodial
and Foreign Funds Officer

TR W T A T g,
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“you refer to vested property and wish to furnish the name and last known
address of .the above mentiocned decedent, the date {or approximate date) of

Mr. Antheny Tyitye
R. e Nos, 1 Copetowm
Ontario, Canada

lear HMre, Tyitye:

Your letter dated April 21, 1956, addressed to the De=
partment of Foreign Affairs, Washington, U. S. A., has been referred to
this Office since it contains an inquiry concerning a matter under our
jurisdiction. You state that a now deceaged United States citizen left
money to persons living in Hungary which is now being held in trust by
the U. S. A. government and that you wish to 1nquira into its status on
behalf of the Hungarian "351dents.

Your statement that the money at issue is being held in

trust by the United States government suggests that it may have been vested
under our Trading with the Enemy . Act, as aménded (50 U.5.C. App. 1 et seqs).

P e w—

While money so vested is not held in trust for the former owners but is

property of the United States, it is returnable under certain circumstances.

This 0ffice administers property so vested, including matters relatlnc to

claims for returns thereof under sections 9(a) and 32 of that Act (50 U.5.C.

Aope 9 (8), 32) and procedures for divesting under subseetion 202(b) of
Public Law 285, 8Lth Congreas of the United States (69 U.S. Stat, 562).

his death and the names and last known addresses of the ‘persons in Hungar)
to whom you refer, we will be in a pesinl m to give you more detailed
information. '

apart from vested property, this 0ffice also administers
blocking controls under Executive (rder 8389, as amended, issued under
section 5(b) of the Trading with the Enemy Act, as amended. If ithe money
to whieh you refer has not been vested in may be blocked. In this caae,
if you will furnish the same information as to names, addresses and date
of death as mentimmed in the preceding paragraph, we will be in a positior
to give you information on its status under the blacklng controls;

Very truly yours,

pallas S. lownsend
‘Assistant jitorney (ensral
Director, Office of Alien Property

By '{ﬁigner Henry @. Hilken
, Henry G. Hilken
R Intercustodial and Forelign funds Offiger

If
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mn.\vEPARmsnTAL REFERENCE May 2, 1956
REFERRED 70

Office of Alien Property,
Department of Justice,
Washington 25, D, C,

RE:

N

WRITER B HAS [ HAS NOT BEEN INFORMED OF THIS REFERENCE

COMMENTS -
i
RR i ‘?V
For apprépr1ate action, Jﬂﬁﬁ

b=
F STATE "
T S

/ S1GNATURE

OFFICE OR DIVISION .

¢,¢JL4_49
Vatherine A, Rock
- QFFICE OF SPECIAL CONSULAR SERVICES
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~ March 28, 1955

Hr. August Ziemann.
(21a) Viotho (Westfalen)
Sudstre L2,
Cermany = -
Ret Estate of Oeneral Ziemann, deceased
Dear Sir:
Ye .acknowledge receipt of your letter of
February 10, 1955 inquiring whether this Office
can give you’any‘infdfmation'concefnihg the une
collected estate of the above named individual,
vho is believéd”to“havé died’in‘thisvccnntzy.
An examination of our records discloses
. no reports to this Office which we can identify
" as pertaining to the individual in whom you are
interested and accéordingly, we are unable to
assist you. In order for this Office to make a
conclusive search of our records it would be
necessary for you to give us the full name of the -
decedent, as well'as the date and place of his

C (J
Sincerely yoursy”
Pallas S. Townse&dvvrm
Asgistant Attormey Génsral
Director, Office of Alien Property
SR By

Janes Q.'Hili,'cﬁief"
Litigation Section

i
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TRANSLATION FROM ORIGINAL GERMAN LETTFR  LAN

IR ST

August Ziemann

(21a) Vlotho (Westfalen)

Stidstr. L2, i

Germany '
Dept. of Justice, 0.A.P.,

Washington 25, D,C. USA

NG

- [T
HEGEIVTL VAN

~<—~*’.~r—;‘~;:’fmmw

My grand-uncle, General Ziemann, died before the Fmrst Wbrld

Tlotho, February 10, 1955 T

P o
b AT i,

N OPROPERTY
FORTIRE
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According to his testament, he left to his heirs 1iving in Germany
of 24,000,000 dollars, Unfortunétely T do not know where General

lived and died in the USA.

o
and also died in one of the following cities: Washington,' uh{cawé; f‘%ﬁi i

an estate
. *72@

7

. Gt
Ziemann %y

According to investigations, he must haye. llved

&
t

Buffalo, Hilwaukee or Chattanooga.

The documents supporting the heritage were lost bq'us when we

our native place during the Second World War 1939-L5.

fled from

To our regret, we do

not know any more,under what name my grand-uncle, the American Ceneral Ziemann,

lived in the USA, or whether he was 51n"le or married.

It has been established,

however, that he was a general in the Ameflcan Armry and that he was wealthy.

Marthermore, we know that he transferred his estate to us according

> to his

”teutament.

T ask you kindly. to take notice thereof,.

:

InAthe attached letter the inheritance case is explained in detail.

The?estate coming to us is supposed to have been retained by the American

ask you

kindly to let me know by return mail whether that is true, and whgther we can

'3

still expect payment of the assets of the estate mentioned; also if we would

immigrate to the USA.
uncle used anothér name in the USA and is probably not to be found
supposed to have consisted mostly

name of Ziemann. His fortune is

real estate.

1 again ask you for yovr kind 1n$ormatlonﬁ and thank you in a
your efforts,
Yours very truly,

/s/ August Ziemann

5 A D

P S |

In this connection I state explicitly thatl my grand-

under the

of

dvance for
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August Z 1 emann
(?la) V1iotho/ Weser
(Westfalen)

Sttdstr., L2

Regarding the history of the following inheritance matter:

Shortly after World War I 191L/18, the following approximate 1ot

appeared in German daily papers:

"Heirs wanted. The American General Ziemann died in America. I

leaves ah estate of about 24,000,000 dollars. According to his

testament, his relatives still living in G rmany of the

Vlotho, January 18, 1955

ice

le

Ziemann line, originating from the "Tucheler Heide! {Western

Prussia) have been appointed legal heirs."

In that newspaper notice, the firfst name of the general was also given,

as well as the place where he died, and to what court the heirs should apply

in America. As far as can be recollected, he changed his name after

immigrTation to America from Zieman to FPreymann,
. i

his

Frymannor some similar name, He is supposed to have emigrated from

Germany, that is from the "Tucheler Heide" (Wiestern Prussia) between

1850 and

1855, General Ziemann was a member of the Catholic faith, My eldest brother

and an attorney in Kolberg/Pommern [Pomerania)] were working on the inheritance

case at the time. Unfortunately both died after fléeing from Pomerania after

the end of WorldWar II. Thereupon the documents supporting the heritage

wers completely lost. Nobody knows anythihg’xhxnt as to their whereabouts.,

I too, as well as almost all persons entitled to inherit, had to flee during

World War II from our native place which was in Bastern Germany. To

we are living in the British Occupation Zone of the Tederal Republic

this date

as

persons expelled from their nativé place, Therefore, we are complébely
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without evidence substantiating the inheritance matter at hand, which i

e e =

s not

invented but based on facts.

the first name and the place of death of my grandpuncle, the General
also the surname he assumed 1ater in Amerieca.

During the time from 1919 until 1922 it was established beyond a g
of doubt thalt we are theﬂgegag heirs of the estate of General Ziemann|
with the properVProbate Court in America had also been established alre

However, just before my brother and our attorney wanted to g

Q

the tinme.
America in the above inheritance matter, in order to arrange everything
sonally there, they suddenly received the information from America-that
estate my grand-uncle had left behind had been blocked and cannot be pa
transferfed. The reasons for this are not known now wnfortunately. Pr
this action was taken by the Aqerlcan State on account of the First Worx
nroceedlngs
which was lost by uermany. An opportunity to resume thg«ma%bep in this
with America, did not present itself any more, unfortunately, for polit
reasons. | | |
The fact that General Ziemann lived in America, was established be
His emigration was sufficiently proved by documents

»

the statements of the eldest of the persons'entitled to inherit, who, u

Now it is necessary, above all, to find out
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1d War,
respect
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and
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nately, are also dead by now.

With the éldest persons entitled to the

inheritance ==~ the last one of them died at the beginning of the year 1945

1800 [sicl. At that time he already was a higher officer of the Americ

In my native town Bfitow/Pomerania, there lived a business man, Car

had been working
who was well known by us., He toquerked in America for many years bef
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at the age of 90 years -- General Ziemann corresponded for years before
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World War I 191L/18, and had been a watchmaker. Unfortunately, he died during
World War II. He had known Géneral Ziemann, because he had to regulate the

clocks from time to time in the latter's residence. Horn often spoke |in

Blitow of General Ziemann and his estates. He was also willing at the [time
to accompany my brother and the afore-mentioned lawyer to America to sgttle
the inheritance matter, All this I still remember very well. His wife, who
is still living and well advanced in years, told me now upon my inquiry that
her 1éte husband had worked as watchmaker in the following American cities:

Washington, Chicago, New York, Buffalo, Milwaukee, and Chattancoga.

In one of these afore-named cities, General Ziemann undoubtedly had his
residence and also died there. Whether he was married or single, is not known
now, unfortunately. In my opinion, and in the Qpinion of Mrs. Horn and her
brother, he must have died in Chattancoga (Tennessee), Mrs. Horn and her

. watchmaker Horn spoke
brother no longer remember much of the details of whichyd %k
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Yo them also many years ago, regarding General Ziemann. However, they do know
that General Ziemann existed, éccording to the statements of Mr. Hprn.

My grand-uncle, General Ziemann, is supposed to have distinguished
himself heroically in the American;wars ofvliberation [sic]. This had 4also

been established at that time (1919/1922). Horn spoke of it too.

/s/ August Ziemam
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Washington 25,

May 19, 1954 .

Mr., James A. Aborn
1609 E. 30th St.
Baltimore 18, Md.

Dear Mr. Aborn:

Reference is made to your letter of May 1, 1954, with en-
closuré, concerning the relesse of vested proverty belonging formerly
to the heirs of John Koenig, deceased, which was accuired| by this
Office' .

A}

' You are advised that section 33 of the Trading with the Enemj
Act, as amended by Public Law 292, 83rd Congress, 2d Session {68 S5tat,
7) orovides in effect, that clalms must be filed within two years fronm
the date of vesting or by February 9, 1955, whichever is[lateL. Ac-
cordingly, claims for the return of the property acqglred by this
Office pursuant to Vesting Order No. 7512, effective October 1, 1948,
must be filed within this period. There is enclosed ulaﬂm Form pr-lk
for the use of the heirs of John Koenig in the event it is decided to
file claim.

It is also appronrlate to call your attention to the fact the
persons who are not citizens of the United States and who after
Decembar 7, 1941 were present or did business in Germany) Japan,
Bulgaria, Qumanla or Hungary, or in any territory occupied by the mil
or naval forces of any of those nations, should consider|carefully th
eligibility requirements of section 32(a) of the Act., In this con-
nection, your attention is directed to subd1v181ons (C) and (d) of
section 32(a)(2). '

Sincerely yours,
Paul V. Myron

Deputy Director
Office of Alien.|Property

By (Signed) Thomas H. Oreight
Chlef
Claims Section
Enclosure
Claim Form APC=-1A

SN ¥ (S

WITﬁEéS; Honofable“Gabrge Frankenthaler, Sm°rogaﬁe of
ECTION ‘ '

our sald County of NewYar k, at sd 4 county, the

1. day of June in tha yeer of our Lord one |thousand

N
o
§
|
i

nine hundred an@f?ifty-four.

(SEAL) L PHILIP A, DONAHUE
Co DU Clerk of the Surrogeste's Court
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Rella Schwartz, Bsquire |
1908 ~ Que Street, N. W. : :
Washington 9‘ Be Cu

Re: Estate of Mathew Bauer

Dear Mra, Schwartz:

I have your letter of Januwary 6, 1958, in which you
state that you represent certain German nationals residing in
the Western Zone of Germeny. You inquire whether any United
States law prevented the making of "legal payment® to German
heirs of an American decedent between the years 1946 and 1951,
and also whether any United States law, rule or regulation
prevents the making of legal payment to such German heirs
between 1951 and the present date.

There was no United States law, rule or regulation
which prevented legal payment of an inheritance to a resident
of Germany or any other enemy country at any time during the/
ware. General Ruling No. 12, issued by direction of the Pre81dent A -
on April 21, 1942, excludsed from the operation of the Trading
with the Enemy Act or the need for a license therefor a "transfer
to any person by intestate succession; any transfer to any person
as administrator, exeuutor or other fiduciary by reason of any
testamentary disposition." There was thus no prohibition
against the acquisition of title by an heir, legates or bene~
ficiary of any estate of his interest in such estate, There
was and has been a prohibition against the transmission oq any
funds, property or interest so acquired to a person in enemy
territory without a license. Legal payment could be made/of an
interest in an estate to an enemy national by depositing that
interest in an account standing in the name of or to the /eredit
of that national which was blocked.,

e T e o M s e o A 4 g iz,

The termination of the war by Joint Resolutxon of
Congress on QOctober 19, 1951, did not alter the enemy status of
German nationals with respect to property or interests therein

A e

RELLA R. SHWARTZ g
{
in Redwood City, Califormia, Bn —___  ~ = < wreefem—eee oo
. Subscribed and swornﬂto_before me on / ‘
VJOHN'A, BRUNING, Clerk of said Court
By
_ Deputy Clerk.
20. Nicolds, the other -7 in Cuba / M;j;-ku;f;
Gardener, also known as. o081 51 I\fo. 610,

Nicolds Vdsquez - ?@ 21 M%rﬁﬁnao iCuba., &

4
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| the date of acquisition of such property and prﬁvi 247
; that that interest had not been theretofore the subject of a
' seizure order.

By way of summary, then, legal payment could always
have been made to a German helr or beneficiary of an estate or|
trust by depositing such interest in the name ‘of such person
or to his credit in a blocked account. The transmission of .
thoss funds, if the interest was acquired prior to Januwary 1,
1947, as is true in your case, did not become permissible with-
. out special license until June 2, 1953, upon the issuance of
) General License No. 101, Had the executor or trustee in your
P ‘ case deposited the interests of your clients in a blocked
E account at any time after 1946, the date of death of the dece-
; dent, such funds would now be, and have been since June 2, 1953,
frealy transmissible to them in Western Germany.

| - Sincerely yours,
| : : A
i

} ' Dallas S. Townsend
! : - Assistant Attorney General
2 ‘ Director, Office of Alien Property

‘ ' : By
| George B. Searls
i Chief, Litigation Section

RELLA R, SHWARTZ "?&/

in Redwood City, California, on -— .

Subscribed and swornhto>before'me‘9n

JOHN A. BRUNING, Clerk of said Court

By

Deputy Clerk.
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May 3, 1957

Mr. Peery P. Koshne
30 North LaSalle Street
Chicago 2, Illinois

Es! Rights of U. 5. Citizens to dispése
of property by testamentary devise
to citizens of Cermany

Dear ¥r. Koehne:

Receipt is acknowledgad of your letter dated doril 22,
. 1957 relative to the above cubject.

You are advised that since April 17, 1953 this Office -
has not vested German owned assets located in the United States.
Rurthermore, pursuant to General License MNo. Ul assets acquired
in the nited States subsequent to December 31, 1946 by Gemmuan
nationale were released from blocking contrels of Executive Order
8389, as amended. ‘Thereafter, in June 1953 pursnant to Jeneral
‘Iicense Wo. 101 assets of Ceman nationale which were blocked
under that Executive Order were also unblocked if the national
was within the Western Zone of Germany on December 31, 1946.

Therefore, upon the basis of facts set forth, the bene-
ficiary would be able to take property, or the proceeds thersof,
which is part of the estate of a resident of the State of Flerida,
who dies testate in such State, when the estate consists of property
all of which is located within the United Siates.

Of course, this Office can give no assurance as to the
situation which may develep in the future.

Very truly yours,
. Dallas S. Townsend

Assistant Attorney General
Director, Office of Alien Froperty

TE%ned) Henry 6. Bilkes

By
Henry G. Hilken
Intercustodial and Foreign Funds Officer

pne
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~ in Muniche

‘lsase assets owned by persons within the Dastern Zone of Germany.
Aecodingly, we could not permit the funds to be sent to the Consulate
- at Minich to be transmitted to your father in the Eastern Zone of

Miss Elfride Galli
Thalkirchnerstrasse 288
Munich 25, Germany

Dear Miss Gallis

Reference is made to your letter dated April 8, 1957.
concerning distribution of the Estate of Wilhelmine Malke, also
known as Malke-Lohoes.

You state you are the daughter of Richard Matthes, one
of the heirs named in the will, who is pressently living in
the Eastern Zone of Germany, and inquire whether distribution of
your father's legacy could be made to you through the Consulate

You are advised that since thia O0ffice has not vested
the legacy, and further, since the legatee is within the Eastern
Zone of Germany, the amount involved is presently blocked pursuant
to Bxecutive Order 8389, as amended. Therefore, no distribution -
may be made without further authorization from this Office. At the
present time it is the policy of this Office not to umblock or re-

Germanys

Very truly yours,

Dallas S. Townsend
Assistant Attorney General
Director, Office of Alisn Property

3&&&} E{Yx J,f.’\' g ’- A AT

Henry G. Hilken
Iptercustodial and Foreign Funds Officer
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310 5. Beach Streat
Daytona Beach, Florida

Ret Estate of Anton,Busbner

Dear Mr. Black:
Beceipt is acknowledged of your letter of May 9, 1957

relat.ive to the distribution of assets from the abeve-captmmd estate
to beneficiaries residing in Germany,

'You are advised that since April 17, 1953 this Office

has not ‘vested German owned assets locsted in the United Statese

Furthermors, pursuant to General lLicense No. 94 assets acquired in

the United States subsequent to December 31, 1946 by German nationals
were released from blocking controls of Executive Order 8389, as
amended, Thsreafter, in June 1953 pursuant to General License Foe 101
assets of German nationals which were blocked under that Executive
Order were alsc unblocked if the national was within the Western Zone
of Germany on December 31, 1946, Therefore, there are no resirictions
in connection with Executive Order 8389, as amended, which would pre-
clude the distribution of assets to beneficiaries residing in Germany,

VYery truly yours,

Pallas S, Townsend
Assistant Attorney General
Director, Office of Alien Property

{Bignel) E@m-y‘ o. Kilken

Henry G. Bilken,
‘Intercustodial and Fereign Funds Officer
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_ Francis J. foland, Esquire
z 68 Devonshire Street
Boston 9, Massachusettis

. ; Re: Estate of Helen Tetianiec, deceased
Suffolk Probate Court #389733

LG Dear Sir:

oo
NN . )
f f&$} ‘ We acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 21, 1957,

enclosing a copy of the will of the above decedent, the will
having been executed on July 30, 1955, and inquiring whether we
have any interest in the bequests to residents of Poland.

Since the decedent died subsequent to July of 1955 the
bequests to the Polish nationals would not be subject to the
3 contrel of this office and adminisiration of the estate and
; distribution of the bequests may be made without further reference
f to ug.

The Department of State has suggested that we call to the

/ attention of persons contemplating transfers of inheritances to

persons in Poland that under previous foreign exchange control

regulations dollar funds forwarded through banking channels were

retained by the Polish Govermment and the persons to whom such

remittances were directed received Polish currency at the official
‘ rate of approximately four zlotys to the dollar. By virtue of a
; : recent change in Polish regulations the possession of foreign

: currencies by residents of Poland is permitted and effective

February 11, 1957, there was established a “special® exchange
rate of twenty-four zlotys to the dollar applicable to inheritaaces
and certain other remittances between Poland and non-Soviet bloc
countries.

Very truly yours,
Dallas 3. Townsend

Assistant Attorney General
Director, 0ffice of Alien Property

By

Georpe B. Searls
Chief, Litigation Section
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Hr, Herbert Schmidt

(22a) Solingen-Ohligs
Nippesstr. 15 ,
Federal Republic of Germany

Dear Sir:

Reference is mads to your letter of July 20, 1956 in whieh
you request information concerning an inheritance from your uncle
Heinrich Sehmidt, which you state has been seizasd under the
provisions of the Trading with the Enamy Act, as amended. You

. refer to announcements in the press and over the radio that it
was to be expected that small assets "up to $10,000.00" would be
released in a short time,

We are uansble from the information contained in your letter
to make a positive identification of the particular property in
" which you are interested. In any event, however, we believe that
you have besen migled by reports im the German press concerning a
proposed amendment to the Trading with the Enemy Act which would
have returnsd amounts up to $10,000.00 to individuals as a matier
of grace. Although introduced, no such legislation has been enacied
by our Congress.

We belleve it appropriate to point out that the Federal
Republic of Germany has agreed to reimburse its own nationals for
assets in this country seised by the United States as a result of
the Trading with the Enemy Act, as amended. In this connection
your attention is called to Article 5, Chapter Six of the Benn
Convantion on the Settlement of Matters Arlsing out of the War
and the Occupation, as amended by Schedule IV to the Protocsgl on
the Termination of the Oecupation Regime in the Federal Republic
of Germany, signed at Paris on October 23, 195k.

Very truly yours,
Dallas S. Townsend

- Assistant Attorney General
Director, Office of Alien Property

By

James D. BLLl
Chief, Lytigation Section

R
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‘we‘im&m *, Rogere .
Depnty Attorney General -

Balles 3. Townsend

mmm, m“ﬁw of Aliem Pmmm

mdnent’ %8. mv Wmld uu@t mmn mﬁﬁc&m eh:lus
frem the axclusionsyy provicions of $. 11L7 and tm afford them &
preforence over other Poreign curreney clads ¢covered by thet bill., In
addition, the smendmont wnld veguire the allowance of these yen certifi-
cate olalims ot the preewar ruto of emohange betwesn the dollar and the -
mmzmmmmmfawrwhwm In remponding
to & letter svbweguently written hy ¥p. Ashton to the itvorney Usneral,
My, John V. lindeuy, vpon the recommendation of this O tffiee, stated in @
letter dated Javusry 17, 1956 "ea;'ty mttaa&wd) thst the Deopertmemt could
not pupport v, Aahton's Wal

Tt {2 my understanding that Hr. Ashton has bmght Me smend-

aomt te the attention of tho Senate Judlciary Subcommitiee on the Trading

with the Fnomy Act and the House Committes on Interilste and Poreign Come
zpree. Although we heve beon odvised informally thet the Semate Judiclavy
Subgoimst ttee has reported S, 1147 to the ful) comsittee, wo bave no in-
formation indiesting vhether ¥p, Achion's awendment has been adopted or
rejected. We have heard nothing coneerning any sction by the Houme Com-
mittos on Inmmw and ?um&gn Qmm ,

i

3. Ju80 hae filed & totsl of 7,000 claims %ﬁtb thdg a}mw
under Peblie Law 626, 534 Congrues, adding mection 32 (h) to the Trading
vith the fnemy /et. Subsequently, JRSO fernished this (ffice with a
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ot of 4,138 of the f1lad cloime wivich 1% steted were not (nvelved
with conflicting or adverso olsimn. .JR%D. advised Uiis ffice that in
m@rmmmwmmwmmmwmmmem
L 7p .34 uld prepose gm smenduent to Public lew 688 to

mm”ammtmmwmem ataﬁmb&tm@ﬁ,mm~~
T and $3,000,000, The pn was bhrought to the sttention of Senmtor

mmmﬁmt 2 ¥ledn &4 Yolverten. MMWMW
' ﬁ.a.mma.a.m.

SR e e weantdee this G0 wmmdmmumef
... Ats _reeords with regard to m m-: ei? oladmy ‘egsirted by NS0 to be.
téting or. non-odverse cslego¥y: At o vosult; we have
.. .detaruined thot elaiss vith o value of sproximotely 8435,000 would
sypoer to bo th medens on vhich JESD w11 Ye ablo to obtaia retums

that the JRED proposed goenduwent- maki% bsbueen x&z,, and
A-M.wa.m is whelly wweslistic o

iabed m tis remlts of m Wuzm of our ‘Pedordes We- akan
’«mmm, wmwmmmmen. . mﬁmm 2. 9’9?3: m
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